Below is the full text of Rabbi Tuvia Bolton’s weekly parsha mailing for 2/16/06, which
contains the false story about Rabbi Kopul Rosen, as it was originally sent out.

Parshat Yitro
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Rabbi Bolton and wife are avail able for Passover!

If you are interested in having Rabbi Bolton |ead
your Passover Seder, |ecture and/or play nusic,
he is available for the entire Pesach

For details please email Rabbi Bolton: yeshiva@hrtm m morg
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This week we read about the giving of the Torah. Besides being the basis
of the Jewish faith it is an event unequaled in history.

In fact no one ever so nuch as dared to invent such a story....not even the
religions that claimto 'replace' Judaism

G d, the creator of all spiritual and physical being, actually appeared and
spoke to millions of Jews and defined for the first and only time in history
what He wants fromthe world

But according to Jewish tradition before He gave the Torah:

1) He cured all those present fromtheir ailnents: The blind saw and the
deaf heard.

2) Then He caused everyone to 'See' what is usually heard and 'Hear' what is
usual |y seen (Rashi 20:14).

3) And finally, when He actually gave the Torah EVERYONE died and Gd
enl i vened t hem (Shabbat 88b)

At first glance this makes no sense.

VWhat do these three miracles have to do with the giving of the | aws and
rituals of the Jewish religion?

VWhat possible difference could it make to future generations if a few people
back then were blind or not? And what possible benefit is there in seeing
sounds or hearing sights? In fact, what does it nmean? How can you see a
sound? And why did everyone die?

To understand this, here is a story that, Gd willing, mght help
(HaGeul a VaYi shl ach 5766).

The scene is London 1963. Three religious bearded Jews are sitting



around a table and one, a noted Rabbi and community | eader by the nane of Rabb
Koppel Rosen was weepi ng.

Usual |y he was known al nost as well for his disdain toward the Chabad
Chassidimas he was for his erudition. Wenever there was an opportunity to
belittle or even vilify Chabad he took it. But now it seens that things had
changed.

The previous day he had called the hone of Rabbi Bentzi Shem Tov, one of the
nost out standi ng Chabad figures in all London and, when Rabbi Shentov's son
in |law Rabbi Nachman Sudak answered the phone, asked if he could neet with
them at the place of their choice.

Now t hey were sitting together in Rabbi Shentov's home and Rabbi Rosen
dried his eyes and began his story.

"About a half a year ago | began feeling very weak. At first | thought it
m ght be fatigue. | rested up, took vitam ns, took a vacation but it just
got worse. So | went to a doctor and he didn't have good news. It was

| eukem a in its advanced stages and he said that at best | have another
nonth or so to live.

"I was devastated. | didn't want to believe it but |I had no choice. It
wasn't long before I didn't have enough strength to even get out of bed and
only with the greatest effort could I nove ny arns and | egs. The end was
near.

"I started going over ny life fromas far back as | could renenber to see if
there was maybe sonmething | should fix up. Then | renenbered that about
twenty years ago, in the mddle of the war when things were really in

turmoil | happened to neet a Chabad Chassid by the name of Yitzchak Horwitz.
He was a fantastic Torah schol ar and uni que personality. | even heard that

he was so devoted to | earning Torah that he slept only two hours each night.
Anyway, | don't remember why, but he gave ne a Chabad book called the Tanya

that he said would bring Moshiach and | put it on ny shelf.

"To tell you the truth | thought about throwing it out but | didn't. But
then on the other hand | was so much agai nst Chabad that | could never bring
myself to open it. So it just sat on ny shelf for all these years.

"A few days ago | opened it for the first tine and read the first chapter

"I couldn't believe what happened. It took a few nminutes but suddenly | felt
ny body fill with life. | felt good! | got out of bed for the first time in
nmont hs, wal ked around the house, | even opened the w ndow and took a deep
breath of cool air. 1t was unbelievable! So | began reading the second
chapter.

"Believe ne, | got half way through and felt so happy that | actually put a
record on the phonograph and danced! M wife thought | was |losing nmy nind



and... to tell you the truth, so did I! But I didn't care.

"The next day | rose early and went to the Synagogue as usual, | hadn't
told anyone of ny illness so no one knew what was happeni ng but when ny good
health continued for yet another day | decided that it wasn't just an

acci dent .

"By this time | had already read several chapters of Tanya and it wasn't
difficult to realize that all these years | was wong; | had no real Torah
justification for nmy hatred, none what so ever.

"That's why I'mhere. 1've decided | want to be a Chassid, a follower of
t he Lubavitcher Rebbe and I want you to tell ne howto do it."

They spoke for a while and finally decided that first he should return to
his doctor and if the doctor would allow it, he should travel to Brooklyn
and see the Rebbe in person. There was no substitue for seeing the Rebbe.

Rabbi Rosen consulted several doctors, they took tests and surprisingly
agreed! They all told himthat there was no nedical explanation for his
i mprovenent, gave himdirections what to do if his condition reversed and
gave their okay.

Several weeks | ater Rabbi Rosen was standing before the Rebbe. It had al
come about so suddenly, he had al ways shuddered in rupul sion at the nane
Chabad and now it was so obvious that the Rebbe was unequal ed in holiness
and know edge that he was actually shaking with excitenent.

But the Rebbe wasn't enthusiastic about his idea of becom ng a Chassid.

"Chassi d?" he answered, "I amwlling to accept you as a partner. But not a
Chassid. A Chassid is sonething totally different."”

Rabbi Rosen stayed for over a week in Brooklyn and every day he felt better
and better, in some ways better than ever before in his life. For the first

time the hatred he had always carried in his heart was gone.

That Shabbat he attended the ' Farbrengen' (gathering) of the Rebbe. The

Rebbe spoke for several hours and anong his subjects was....leukema. The
Rebbe pointed out that it and other fornms of cancer are a disease where
cells that we mght think are healthy and normal, increase in dangerous

nunbers and al though this di sease had existed previously, it was now
becom ng so preval ent that science was desperately trying to find a way to
elimnate these extra cells.

The Rebbe conpared it to the spiritual world. Hatred and brazen egoti sm have
exi sted since the beginning of tine but they are now increasing so rapidly
and are so wi despread that there nust be a solution. And the solution is

| earning Chassidic teachings. This elimnates these '"extra' and false
qualities.



Rabbi Rosen was elated. After the Farbringen he told everyone he net of
the amazing mracle that was happening to him. how just reading the

Tanya

and seeing the Rebbe conpletely cured himof the worst di sease and nmade him
young agai n. \When the Shabbat was over he called hone and told his wife to
advertise the mracle until everyone knew.

The next day, after nuch requesting and | obbying, he again got an audi ence
with the Rebbe and again repeated his request to be his Chassid. But this
time the Rebbe answered nore positively, "A Chassid is |like a soldier

al ways ready to sacrifice hinself to inprove the entire world around him
Are you ready for this?"

Rabbi Rosen never felt better in his life. He exclainmed that he was ready.
It had been al nbost two nonths now that he was healthy and he felt it would
| ast for ever.

“I"l'l begin by telling everyone about my mracul ous recovery!" He excl ai ned
ent husi astically.

But the Rebbe enphatically stopped him "No! You nust tell no one! The
first tablets containing the Ten Commandnents were given with mracles and
t hunders and they ended up getting broken while the Second Tablets were
given quietly and they endured."

But it was too |ate. Rabbi Rosin had al ready adverti sed.

He returned honme a different man, full of life and Chassidic joy and began
several projects to spread and teach Chassidut but after a few nonths he
contracted a cold which devel oped conplications and, as the Rebbe

forsaw, he passed away.

Thi s answers our questions.

The Torah is not just a book of Jewish rituals to get us into heaven.

Rat her the Torah is the revelation of the essence of the Creator Hinself.
And the Creator is the source of all life, heath, spirit and truth. He
creates the spiritual and and the physical and when He is reveal ed the
spiritual worlds are as not hing.

That is why eveyone got heal ed. Because sickness is the just the conceal nent
of life and here pure |ife was reveal ed. Sonmething |like what the Tanya did
to Rabbi Rosen.

That is also why they 'heard' sights and 'saw sounds: The reveation of the

Creator was so great that it equalized the spiritual and the physical
Suddenly all the spiritual worlds that are 'far away' and only ' HEARD



about' were near and 'SEEN ...... while the physical world that we
usual ly only SEE becane "heard" (even it's nost hidden and di stant secrets
became under stood).

And that is why their souls junped fromtheir bodies! The revel ation of
pure life was so unusual to themthat they couldn't take it. (In fact, that
same revelation was in the Holy of Holies in the Tenple together with the
Ten Commandnent Tabl ets; and anyone who entered there, except the High
Priest on Yom Ki ppur would die fromthe holiness). And G d enlivened themto
give thema taste of the Raising of the Dead (see Tanya end Chapt. 36)

That is why that Rabbi Horwitz said the Tanya will bring Mshiach (and even
the Raising of the Dead). Because the Tanya is the revelation of the
"inside" of the Torah; the Tree of Life. It reveals the hidden (seeing what
is '"heard') and puts neaning in the reveal ed mundane worl d (hearing

what is usually seen).

But, unlike what the Rebbe told Rabbi Rosen, today there is no restriction
on adverti sing.

Today, said the Rebbe, we should advertise to ALL the world that the tine

for Moshiach is here! Soon all the sick will be permanently heal ed, war and
hatred will cease to exist and eventually even the dead will rise!

It depends on us to do all we can to bring...
Moshi ach NOW !
Rabbi Tuvi a Bol ton

Yeshiva Chr Tm m m
Kf ar Chabad, | srael
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